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Rougham Tower Association
Reg. Charity No. 1069934

Committee  members , as from November 2009 

Chairman.   Clint Cansdale.   01359  252295.
Mobile 07769 608263 or 007548 249768

Secretary and Treasurer. Ted Coleman,  01449 737136.

Catering and Tower Manager. Jean Coleman

Tower Restoration.  Colin Hope Bird    07544053518

 Catering.    Tanya Lingley

 Catering  and machinery repairs.  Alan Coleman 01449 737902

Building restoration, & repairs. Cliff Osborne.

Donation restoration & repairs.  Ray Varela  01728 831045.

                                Other contact members

Clifford Fullam, Newsletter editor, e-mail correspondence, archivist,
01359 270973 cfullam@hotmail.com 

Jo Hunter, webmaster.     jo@futurshox.net  

John Adams,   USA Contact.        cjohna@aol.com

Karen Williamson, USA newsletter distribution klwmson@cox.net 
  
                        Rougham Tower Association 

E  Mail   : tower@rougham.org 
Web site: www.rougham.org 

Telephone 01359 271471

Rougham Tower Association,
The Control Tower,
Rougham Industrial Estate, 
Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, IP309XA,
England. 
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Chairman’s Chatter

Hello to you all. Firstly I must say it is nice to see photographs of the inside of  
the tower, and of the displays. By the time you have read this, Wings Wheels 
& Steam will have been and gone. For the benefit of our American Friends 
this event is held on the North side of the grass runway, owning to the estates 
crop rotation. The two day event is actually sited on the original- east west 
runway, so we have the situation of aircraft movement between the show and 
the tower area.

We erected our new four-by-eight meter tent for the first time; the previous 
tent  took flight  in  the high winds at  the Kite  Festival,  damaging it  beyond  
repair. The tent is used for our BBQ, and tea tent at the WW&S show, whilst  
all  the  other  events  by  the  control  tower  that  brings  in  that  all  important 
income.

We on the committee are looking at ways to get younger people involved with  
the RTA including Committee positions, new blood so to speak. If you think 
you’re up to it we would be pleased to hear from you.

Dave Hardy and myself  investigating an Avro Lancaster crash site here in 
Suffolk,  and  there  is  the  possibility  of  the  remains  of  the  aircraft  being 
excavated. A ground radar scan of the site will take place soon. It will take five 
to  eight  days  to  complete  and  as  soon  as  this  has  been  completed, 
permission from the land owner will be required and a licence from the M.O.D. 
I will be responsible for this and the future done by the RTA.

This is a first for the RTA, but there are more in the pipeline including a B17G 
and a P38. All will be new displays in the future for the museum.

On September 18th at 1500hrs the Friends of the Eighth are holding one of 
their  meetings  in  our  Radar  Room;  up  to  30  people  are  expected.  They 
usually show some good films, if any RTA member would like to attend this 
meeting please let me know ASAP, however there may be a small charge for  
this as they are hiring the building for the day, and they may ask you to join as 
a member!

On  Sunday  20th June  a  meeting  between  the  RTA  and  ChurchManer 
Development was held to discuss the proposed relief road, and how the RTA 
would benefit from it. It is my honest opinion if the road went ahead we would 
benefit as the article written by Ted Coleman explains in the article below.

I like to emphasise this is just a proposal and no decisions have been made 
between the ChurchManer  nor  the  RTA, as it  may have been suggested. 
Please do not forget that if you would like to attend the Friends of the Eighth 
meeting please get in contact with me on 07769 806263 or 01359 252295. 

All the best to you all,

Clint
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Proposed Relief Road Report

On Sunday June 20th a meeting was arranged with Mr John Harvey, a director 
of ChurchManer Estates, the developers involved with  the proposed Relief 
Road that will affect the setting of the Control Tower Museum. Attending were 
Committee Members C Cansdale, T Coleman, C Hope Bird, A Coleman, J 
Coleman and finally D Hardy a past Chairman.

Mr Harvey bought with him some maps which showed that the road would be 
slightly further away from the Radar Building than previously proposed. It was 
noted that only 2 mature trees would have to be removed where the road 
crosses the existing lane, one of which is already badly rotten. 

The Pyrotechnic building which does not stand within our curtilage will be in 
the path of the road. Mr Harvey offered to have this dismantled and rebuilt on 
the RTA complex on a site to be decided at a later date.

A 6 foot tall earth mound will be built along the edge of the road to help deflect 
the traffic noise pollution from the Airfield and the Tower Museum site; this 
could have shrubs planted at a later date if required.

The  new  entrance  to  the  museum  will  be  provided  from  a  spur  of  a 
roundabout, the question of where gate should be position was discussed, as 
it was pointed out that sometimes members have to wait for a key holder and 
could not wait on a roundabout. Mr Harvey offered to address this matter with 
a revised plan. There will be a concrete road built from the new entrance to a 
new concrete  area  for  car  parking  close  to  the  South-West  corner  of  the 
Radar Building.

After  some discussion  over  the  route  it  was  agreed that  a  concrete  drive 
should be provided for vehicles from the car park to connect with the existing  
concrete  at  a  point  where  there  is  a  spur  to  the  front  door  of  the  Radar 
Building. Mr Harvey offered to have their surveyor come out and peg out the 
exact position of the road to help us with future planning.

We were assured that we would have access to the Tower at all times during 
the roads construction; the present entrance would be maintained until  the 
gate of the new road was ready. 

In  conclusion,  all  the members agreed that  we  did  not  want  the road but  
accepted the fact that despite numerous petitions and protests, the road was 
going to be built and that we should get the best deal for the RTA that the 
developers were offering. It was felt by everyone that we were lucky to have a 
developer who was willing to help the RTA in any way he could. It was also 
agreed that in future years it would benefit the RTA with the museum standing 
on the airfield, and not having to be accessed through the Industrial Estate. 

Thanks to Ted Coleman for compiling this article on behalf of the committee. 
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This photograph of the pyrotechnics building western wall, the yellow tape 
highlighting  the height of  the proposed six foot high bank that will go some 
way towards protecting the memorial and buildings from the distraction of 
traffic noise and light pollution.

Apart from the two steel doors on the eastern side the building is nearly intact, 
with steel mesh protecting the windows together with light fittings. The 
northern wall behind the sign has some considerable frost damage to the 
brickwork caused by rainwater draining from the roof.
     

Memorial Plaques

The  committee  has  instructed  the  editor  those  previous  requests  for  a 
volunteer to take over the role from our good friend John Adams, in creating 
plaques for our memorial to the 94th Bomb Group here at Rougham, has been 
unanswered. No one has come forward, so the decision has been made that if  
the vacancy is unfilled by the next AGM in the last week of November 2010 
the number of plaques of 41 will remain and further requests will be rejected.

Welcome to this summer edition of news and information concerning the RTA. 
The cover photos show Colin Hope-Bird and Dorene Nice proudly pointing to 
the  plaque  number  41  that  Dorene  donated,  representing  the  gentlemen 
stationed here at Rougham and the part they played in protecting the freedom 
that today’s generation take for granted.
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Over the winter months a lot of hard work and effort has transformed displays,  
with new ones created thanks to the generous donation of cases mentioned in 
the previous Round–Up. All have been relocated in the Watch Room. This 
room is on the north facing side of the Tower and shadowed by the balcony. It 
stretches the  length  of  the  building  with  the  steel  door  of  the  pyrotechnic 
cupboard in one corner. 

My  last  article  concerning  the  cases  stated  that  the  largest  and  most 
impressive would have to be housed in the easily accessible Radar/Radio 
repair building, however as the saying goes, “where there’s a will, there’s a 
way”. In this case the wooden door and frame was removed from the Watch 
Room, a section of the lower wall  rendering was removed, allowing a very 
small gap between all areas, including the top of the case and ceiling when 
moved from the horizontal to the vertical position.

Once all the work of display movements had been completed and the frame 
and door replaced, shelving had to be attached to the southern wall.  Mark 
Bloomfield loaned the RTA four display cases housing 14 scale model B17s, 
each representing a bomb group of the 3rd Air Division. In high detail, together 
with the professionally finished cases, they are a credit to Mark, and on behalf  
of the RTA committee, thank you.

It would be very easy for members to take for granted the work that has been 
achieved and the list is long and impressive, but I feel it is only right that folks 
concerned get the credit that they so rightly deserve. Colin, Cliff Osborn and 
Derek Sadler have successfully completed the application of one coat of paint 
to the surface of the four exterior walls, as well as completing the paintwork 
on and in the glasshouse,  which is still  watertight  despite  all  the years  of  
frustration owing to water ingress through the metal window frames and their 
upright pillars.                                                         

Jean and Allen, the list is long and distinguished; from re-arranging displays in 
both the tower and the two Nissen huts, painting the floors again after the 
relocations of some of the bigger items, creating a more pleasing approach to 
the tower area, with the re-positioning of the original concrete runway lighting 
bases complete with flowers planted in the well of the light.

All  this and reorganizing the PX, the serving area in the radar/radio repair 
building that serves as home to the café at event weekends.

Behind the scenes Clint has encouraged overnight visitors who search for lost 
spirits in the control tower, a welcome supplement to our coffers. Additionally, 
he  has  seen  to  the  installation  of  a  water  meter  to  the  airfield  and  the 
purchase of a brand new sit -on lawn mower to replace the out of date and 
unreliable machines that we have at the moment. 

On  5th April,  Lana  Kelly,  Darryl  Friedaland,  Michelle  Osborn,  Ladore 
Lancaster,  Luis  Patsois,  Daniel  Barrera,  Anne  King  and  Todd  Johnson, 
service personal from RAF Mildenhall, transformed the drive and surrounding 
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area  around  the  tower  and  Nissen  huts  from its  winter  coat  into  a  more 
pleasant view with their gardening skills.  

Once again thank you all and especially to the members that have not been 
mentioned.
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The two photographs show the interior of the watch room in the control tower.  
Both scenes are taken from the western end of the room with the steel door of 
the pyrotechnic cupboard directly behind the camera.

The three white cases are the ones donated by St. Edmundsbury Cathedral. 
All the displays carry lighting, and all are secure against children of all ages 
that like to touch!

At the request of the committee, future editions of the newsletter will  carry 
photographs of displays in all the other rooms situated in the tower as well as 
the displays in the two huts and radar/radio repair building.

Diary

The first airfield event of the year was held over the weekend of May 1st. The 
Large Model Aircraft Show saw a brilliant day on the Saturday, but not for the 
first time the Sunday was a total washout with strong winds and constant rain.  
One of the greatest disappointments was the grounding of a huge 22ft Avro 
Vulcan, an icon of the Cold War and the Falkland campaign. This model is 
flown by Dave Johnson, Chairman of the LMA
Kite Festival.

On  May 15th  &16th,  the  weather  was  much  kinder  on  both  days  for  the 
organizers of the Suffolk Kite Festival. An addition to the event was the All  
Wheel Drive Show. This was an opportunity for the owners of 4X4 vehicles 
and the public to experience driving the vehicles for what they were designed 
for. The area utilized is normally used on the Wings Wheel and Steam event 
by the owners and drivers  of  the Vintage Caterpillar  Club,  Bulldozers and 
Earth Movers!  
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May 7th. 
Standing from left to right, Michael DelBracco, the grandson of 410 th veteran 
86 year old Joseph Fischer, crew member of “Million Dollar Baby”, and his 
son Wil Fisher.

More of this remarkable veteran’s time at Rougham from June 24th 
1944 and March 14th 1945 will be in the winter’s edition of this newsletter. 
                                                 
May 11th 
Four volunteers from RAF Mildenhall, Michelle Osborne, Robert Stock, Ryan 
Woodard and Todd Johnson re-painted the Nissen hut metal sheeting nearest 
the control tower together with the wooden eastern wall of both huts that were 
donated by Sandra Shaw in memory of her late father.

After a talk concerning Rougham Airfield with the presence of a group who 
call themselves “Probus”, or unofficially “Prostrate Removed Other Bits Under 
Surveillance”  These  gentlemen  have  a  regular  meetings  and  this  visit 
organized  by  John  Selley  33  professional  and  businessmen  toured  the 
museum afterwards. 

June 4th

Brian Tucker forwarded this e-mail:

“My cousin and I had a terrific time at the Rougham Tower yesterday, and 
were quite impressed with the historical artefacts in the museum and with the 
way the building has been restored. We both had a greater feeling for the era 
and for our Uncles’ crew and his life on the base. Colin was exceptionally 
helpful and informative. A funny thing happened actually, right before we went 
up to the top of the control tower. There is a picture with a story placed right 
hand of the door of an Airman by the name Robert T Scott donated by a local 
resident John Sage .  As it turns out, Robert was a member of my Uncles 
crew of the “Hey Motile “/ “Kane’s Killers” When John was about eleven years  
old, he spent time among the crewman stationed at the base, and came to 
personally know Robert Scott and many others”.  

June 26th/27th 

Wings Wheel and Steam.127 aircraft flew into the airfield over the two day 
event. The weather was of show standard, hot and cloudless. Now in its 15 th 

year, the event clashed with World Cup football and tennis at Wimbledon, but 
between five and seven thousand visitors passed through the gates.
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ICENI MG Owners Club

I would like to thank Roger Bear, and all who were involved in this event with 
their kind permission in allowing the RTA to reproduce comments from their 
website.

“Every  year,  resources  permitting  we  organize  a  national  event  open  to 
owners of all makes of classic car, known as the Boadicea Run. We use this  
as an opportunity to show entrants what a wonderful part of the country we 
live in and raise money for local charities.

In 2009 we were able to donate £750 each to two local schools who cater for 
children with special educational needs.

This  helped  the  Friends  of  Riverwalk  School  support  their  Summer 
Playscheme and Friends of Priory School who bought a piano. Sunday 23rd 
May will be remembered for lots of things concerning the 11 th running of the 
Boadicea Run.
                                                     
With terrific scenic routes around Suffolk, fantastic support from the control 
tower staff  together with  some of the best May weather  many of us have 
seen.

We had 95 entries including 12 ICENI members, our thanks to the control 
tower staff who made our day go so wonderfully well. 

Many  of  the  entrants  commented  on  your  excellent  museum,  the  superb 
facilities and friendly people.” 

(Queen Boudica or Boadicea as she is more commonly called, was at the 
time of the Roman conquest of southern Britain ruling the Iceni tribe of East 
Anglia,  along  side  her  husband  King  Prasutagus.  A  bronze  stature 
commissioned in 1902 with her riding high in a chariot  was placed on the 
Thames  embankment  next  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament  in  London  or 
Londinium, the Roman capital of Britain). 

10



                 

Future Events for Rougham Airfield
West Suffolk’s Open Air Venue.

Heart Air Display & Classic Air Show
14th & 15th AUGUST.

FORTIES WEEKEND. 2nd & 3rd  OCTOBER.
Info @roughamairfield .org
www.roughamairfield.org
Telephone 01359 270524

Positive Feedback
In an e-mail to Karen Williamson on March 25th Vanda Healy wrote “Thank 
you so much for such a long and interesting newsletter about the RTA. We 
are so lucky having so many people willing in so many activities. It seems that 
the RTA association is alive and kicking, once again thank you for the newsy 
letter. Keep up the good work. Blessings Vanda Healy”
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REVISED DUES FOR ROUGHAM TOWER ASSOCIATION MEMBERS IN 
THE USA 

The yearly membership fee for RTA members in England is £15.  .  The yearly 
membership for our members in the USA is $25.
The committee request that our US friends mail your membership check 
directly to RTA’s Treasurer.  This is instead of sending it to John Adams in 
Exeter, New Hampshire as in recent years.  

The $25 check should be made out to: The Rougham Tower Association. 
Unless you add something to the envelope that brings the weight to over one 
ounce, the current Air Mail postage is 90 cents.   Please address it to:

The Treasurer, 
Rougham Tower Association
The Control Tower
Rougham Industrial Estate
Bury St.  Edmunds
Suffolk   IP30 9XA
England

Although John Adams is no longer receiving membership payments, he 
continues in his role as RTA Member Representative in the USA.  As such, he 
will always be happy to hear from you whether you have a question about 
RTA, or have some interesting information to pass on to other members. 
Remember the RTA Museum is always interested in receiving reports or 
memorabilia of your wartime service.  That way they will be conserved for 
future generations in a most appropriate location.

C. John Adams, 
20 Chestnut Street, 
APT 21 ,
Exeter,
NH 03833,
USA 

                            E-mail:        cjohna@aol.com
The RTA greatly appreciates your continued support as we continue our 
mission to keep alive the memory of the 94th Bomb Group and all others who 
served at the Rougham (Bury St. Edmunds) Airfield.
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